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2010 Purism kicks off crowdfunding for nVidia-based PC The personal computing world may be
dominated by four players – Apple, Microsoft, Google and Amazon – but at the dawn of the 21st
Century there was a fifth giant poised to make a splash. That was the entry into the e-book reader
market by the company behind the Palm Pilot, the company that invented the smartphone and the
company that would go on to make the Xbox that won the attention of Peter Thiel and the money
that would go on to finance the Facebook the company that would go on to give Steve Jobs a 21st-
century "clever" terminal. The name of that company? You guessed it: Purism. As PC Magazine
reports, Purism will now take the lessons learned from developing the first open source operating
system for PCs and embed them into a new portable computer and tablet that will be available for
purchase during the first quarter of 2011. At the time of writing, a developer preview of a version of
the software is in the developer's forums, and is available to download (follow instructions to the
letter, of course, or you won't be able to run it). Purism doesn't disclose what hardware platform it
plans to use in its upcoming devices, but there are plenty of guesses to be made: pizelated silicon.
There is also a high chance that Purism will provide the user with the ability to swap in a keyboard
and monitor, but given the documented dependence of the software on wireless communication, we
can't be certain of that. Exactly what sort of system Purism will provide, and when that system will
be available, is unknown, though the company does make it clear that it "has the ability to release a
fully working product as early as January 2011." If the nVidia-based personal computers that Purism
is launching with are, in fact, running Linux, as some have guessed, that shouldn't be too hard. After
all, with the Windows operating system, it is easy enough to add support for that standard Linux
graphics support library. In fact, the Purism operating system makes that easy to do: "The new
operating system is completely free, from core technologies and applications to design and
marketing, and we have no plans to use our profits on new hardware." No word yet as to what the
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